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RP-2005-0020 / EB-2005-0529 – Generic Issues Hearing
Board Staff Interrogatories to:

WELLAND HYDRO-ELECTRIC SYSTEM CORP.  

Generic Issue No. 1 Smart Meters   
Reference: Paragraph 1.5 in Exhibit B/ Tab 1/ Page 2 and Paragraphs 3.3 through 3.5 in Exhibit B/ Tab 3/ Page 1 of September 20, 2005 Manager’s Summary  
Welland Hydro-Electric System Corp. (“Welland Hydro”) requests that the Ontario Energy Board (the “Board”) establish a deferral account to allow the recording, for recovery at a later date, of the costs, if any, that Welland Hydro will be required to incur on account of implementation of smart meters in accordance with the Provincial Government’s and the Board’s requirements in this regard, when those requirements are determined and put in place. 
a) What accounting requirements for the reporting and monitoring of smart meter spending have been established or would be proposed by Welland Hydro? 
Generic Issue No. 2.1 Regulatory Costs  
Reference: Paragraph 1.4 in Exhibit B/ Tab 1/ Pages 1 & 2 and Paragraphs 8.7 through 8.10 in Exhibit B/ Tab 8/ Page 2 of September 20, 2005 Manager’s Summary  
Welland Hydro requests that the Board modify the scope of Account 1508 – Other Regulatory Assets sub-account OEB Cost Assessments (“Account 1508”) or establish a new variance account to allow the recording, for reconciliation at a later date, of differences, if any, between the amounts recoverable in Welland Hydro’s revenue requirement on account of Electrical Safety Authority fees and regulatory costs associated with regulatory proceedings (including, without limitation, intervenor, consultant, and legal costs) and the actual costs incurrent by Welland Hydro in this regard.

In sheet “ADJ 3 (Distrib Exp – Tier 1)” of the 2006 EDR Model, Welland Hydro, having selected Option 1 for its application, did not enter any amounts for “OEB Annual Dues and Other Regulatory Agency Costs” for the years 2004 and 2005, showing an increase of $0 for Tier 1 adjustment with respect to Account 5655 – Regulatory Expenses.  
a) Please indicate what the estimated total amount for the Tier 1 adjustment would have been, if it were the case that the Board allowed the additional categories of expenses requested by Welland Hydro, and provide a breakdown by category.

b) At the end of Paragraph 8.10, Welland Hydro states “The Applicant requests that the aforementioned modification, or the establishment of the new variance account, be effective May 1, 2006.” Please confirm if Welland Hydro proposes that the actual regulatory costs be recorded from May 1, 2006 onwards or January 1, 2006?  
