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RP-2005-0020
IN THE MATTER OF the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998, S.O. 1998, c.15, Schedule B;

AND IN THE MATTER OF applications by electricity distribution companies for approval of distribution rates for 2006

PROCEDURAL ORDER NO. 1
GENERIC ISSUES AND HISTORICAL TEST YEAR FILINGS
Pursuant to section 78 of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998, S.O. c.15, Schedule B, electricity distribution companies have filed applications for the approval of distribution rates to be effective as of May 1, 2006.  The utilities filing are listed in Appendix 1 of this Order.  The Board has issued Notices for these applications.

In order to expedite the large number of applications, the Board has determined to proceed in the following way:

1. The Board will proceed by way of written hearing for those distribution utilities who have filed on an historical basis and whose applications are substantively in compliance with the Rate Handbook.  Utilities for which the intervention period has closed are included in Appendix 1; at a later date, the Board will issue procedural orders covering utilities that are not included at this time.
2. The Board will proceed by way of oral hearings for Hydro One Networks Inc., Hydro Ottawa Ltd. and Toronto Hydro-Electric System Ltd., which have filed for rates based on a prospective 2006 test year, and EnWin Powerlines Ltd.

3. The Board will proceed by way of oral hearing for Bluewater Power Distribution Corporation, EnWin Powerlines Ltd. and Kingston Electricity Distribution Ltd. for purpose of a comprehensive regulatory asset recovery review.

4. The Board will identify any common or generic issues of all the applications and proceed by way of oral hearing on these issues.

In respect to the hearing of generic issues, the Board has established an initial issues list (Appendix 2).  Parties will be provided an opportunity to make written submissions on this list.  In order for the Board to consider adding an issue to the generic list, a party must clearly articulate the nature of the issue and the reasons it believes that the issue will affect all or a large number of utilities.  The Board will also require that all parties identify any matters on which they intend to call evidence.  

The Board will establish times for the submission of interrogatories and their response.  Interrogatories must be divided into utility-specific or generic issue categories.
The Board will address conservation and demand management programs submitted by distribution utilities on a case specific basis.  
The Board will issue specific procedural orders for EnWin Powerlines Ltd., Hydro One Networks Inc., Hydro Ottawa Ltd, and Toronto Hydro-Electric System Ltd. 

The Board will also issue procedural orders for a number of utilities for which a comprehensive review of recovery of regulatory assets is being proposed.

Further procedural orders may be issued from time to time.
THE BOARD ORDERS THAT:

The Generic Hearing:
1. Applicants and intervenors shall file written submissions on the generic issues list (see appendix 2) on or before November 7, 2005.  
2. Intervenors shall notify the Board of any intention to file evidence with respect to the generic issues in either the generic proceeding or any of the specific applications on or before November 11, 2005.
3. The Board will issue the approved generic issues list on or before November 15, 2005.


4. All materials filed with the Board by participants (evidence, interrogatories, and interrogatory responses) must be submitted in electronic as well as paper form.  Electronic versions should be in MS Word, MS Excel, or pdf format.  File names must include the name of the participant.

5. Interrogatories from intervenors and Board staff on the generic issues documented in the pre-filed evidence of applicants shall be filed with the Board and served on those applicants on or before November 23, 2005.  Generic interrogatories should be numbered in accordance with the Board’s approved generic issues list.  The Board will post the interrogatories on its Web site,

6. Applicants shall file their responses to interrogatories on generic issues, including the interrogatory itself, with the Board on or before December 7, 2005.  The Board will post these responses on its Web site.

7. Intervenor evidence in respect to generic issues shall be filed with the Board on or before December 2, 2005.  The Board will post these filings on its Web site.  


8. Interrogatories on intervenor evidence from other intervenors, Board staff and applicants shall be filed on or before December 12, 2005.


9. Intervenors shall file their responses to interrogatories, including the interrogatory itself, with the Board on or before December 22, 2005.  The Board will post these responses on its Web site.

10. A hearing will be held at the Board’s offices on Monday, January 9, 2006 with respect to the generic issues.  This hearing is scheduled for 5 hearing days.

The Historical Test Year Applications (see Appendix 1)
These applications shall be dealt with by way of written hearing. 
1. Board staff and intervenors shall file interrogatories with the Board, the specific applicant and registered intervenors on or before November 15, 2005.  The list of registered Intervenors for each Application will be posted on the Board’s Web site.
2. The applicants shall file their response to any interrogatories with the Board and registered intervenors on or before November 30, 2005.  
3. Argument in respect to all issues other than the generic issues and regulatory asset review for Bluewater Power Distribution Corporation and Kingston Electricity Distribution Ltd. shall be filed by intervenors on or before January 3, 2006 and served on applicant(s).
4. Reply argument of the applicants shall be filed with the Board on or before January 13, 2006 and served on registered intervenors. 
ISSUED at Toronto, November 2, 2005.
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD

Original Signed by
Peter H. O’Dell
Assistant Board Secretary
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